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An antibody against a major 
component of skin cell matrix 

Rousselle et al. 1991 



Skin cells leave tracks of this new 
protein as they migrate 



Antibody to adhesion protein caused 
detachment of skin cells 

Rousselle et al. 1991 



Antibody to new protein caused 
human skin to blister 

Rousselle et al. 1991 



New protein has a elongated shape 

Rousselle et al. 1991 



DNA sequencing 
revealed the protein is 

a new form of 
laminin: laminin-5 

(later called laminin-
332) 

Marinkovich, Nat Rev Cancer 2007 





Non-lethal JEB  
with internal involvement 

Herlitz (lethal) JEB 

Spectrum of junctional epidermolysis bullosa 



Laminin-332 is absent in a severe 
inherited blistering disease 

Junctional epidermolysis bullosa                               Normal skin 

Marinkovich lab 


