
About the IPPF

{tab=What We Do}

Our most important objectives are to provide patients and doctors worldwide with information
about pemphigus and pemphigoid, and to provide patients and their caregivers much needed
comfort and support so they can continue to live active, productive lives. To help fulfill those
objectives, we: 

    -  offer a physician referral service to help patients find the best medical care possible; 
    -  provide a number of valuable and popular patient support services; 
    -  publish informational brochures, pamphlets and a quarterly newsletter with news, useful
information, medical updates, personal stories and more; 
    -  run an annual Patient/Doctor meeting; 
    -  collaborate with pharmaceutical companies on the leading edge of treating these
diseases; 
    -  provide up-to-date information about current clinical trials and research on the disease in
which patients may be able to participate; 
    -  maintain relationships with Congressional representatives and others who may be able to
encourage or provide research funding. 

To ensure that we are able to provide the most current information about the disease and
treatments, we have developed and continue to maintain close relationships with doctors and
leaders in the medical community, including the National Institutes of Arthritis, Musculoskeletal
and Skin Diseases (NIAMS), part of the National Institutes of Health, and the American
Academy of Dermatology (AAD). The IPPF is also an active member of a number of other
organizations that help us fulfill our role as patient advocates and enable us to have more
impact as we work together: National Health Council (NHC), the Coalition of Skin Diseases
(CSD) and the International Alliance of Patient Organizations (IAPO).

{tab=Mission}

Our Mission

The IPPF provides direct access to innovative and effective support that promotes the very best
health care, improves quality of life, stimulates community resources, advocates for favorable
government policies, accelerates the pace of scientific discovery and is the world's best source
of information on pemphigus and pemphigoid. We are compassionate in understanding, tireless
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in service, and relentless in advocating. One person at a time, we make a difference, building a
community of care and hope. 

Our Vision

The IPPF is the pre-eminent global organization dedicated to improving the quality of life of all
people diagnosed with, or affected by, pemphigus or pemphigoid. 

We achieve this through active patient support, education and advocacy into research
addressing mechanisms, treatment, and cure.  Our partnership between patients, families, the
world’s leading doctors, and diverse segments of the biomedical and healthcare community
creates hope, and with hope everything is possible. 

{tab=Board of Directors}

  David A. Sirois, DMD, PhD
President
New York, New York The Honorable Janice A. Taylor
Vice President
Queens, New York Lee A. Heins
Secretary & Treasurer
Irvine, California

Dan Goodwill
Toronto, Ontario, Canada    Paul M. Konowitz, MD, FACS
Quincy, Massachusetts
    Rebecca Oling, MLS
New York, New York Marcia Pepper
Brooklyn, New York
Delray Beach, Florida
      Badri Rengarden, MD
San Francisco, CaliforniaSonia Tramel
Long Beach, California
    Mindy Unger
New York, NY     Terry Wolinsky-McDonald, PhD
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  
      J. Gregory Wright, MBA
Rancho Cucamonga, California   

 2 / 6



About the IPPF

  

{tab=Medical Advisory Board}

Jean-Claude Bystryn, M.D.
Chair, IPPF Medical Advisory Board
Department of Dermatology
New York University Medical Center
New York, New York

Grant Anhalt, M.D.
Head of Dermatoimmunology
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
Baltimore, Maryland Masayuki Amagai, M.D., Ph. D.
Chairman
Department of Dermatology
Keio University School of Medicine
Tokyo, Japan
Luis Diaz, M.D.
Professor and Chairman
Department of Dermatology
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Sergei Grando, M.D., Ph.D., D.Sc.
Professor, Department of Dermatology
University of California-Irvine
Irvine, California Russell P. Hall III, M.D.
J. Lamar Callaway Professor and Chief
Division of Dermatology  
Duke University School of Medicine 
Durham, North Carolina

Michael Hertl, M.D.
Professor and Chariman
Department of Dermatology
Phillips-University Marburg
Marburg, Germany 

Pascal Joly, M.D.
Professor

 3 / 6



About the IPPF

Rouen University Hosptital
Rouen, France
Marcel Jonkman, M.D.
Professor and Chairman
Department of Dermatology
University of Groningen
Groningen, Netherlands Robert E. Jordon, M.D.
Professor and Chairman
Department of Dermatology
University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas
Francisco A. Kerdel, M.D.
Professor Clinical Dermatology
Department of Dermatology
University of Miami Medical School
Miami, Florida Neil Korman, M.D.
Director of the Immunobullous Disease Program
Department of Dermatology
University Hospitals of Cleveland
Cleveland, Ohio
Dedee F. Murrell, M.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of Dermatology
St. George Hospital
University of New South Wales
Sydney, Australia
Amit G. Pandya, M.D.
Professor, Department of Dermatology
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Texas Animesh A. Sinha, M.D., Ph.D.
Head, Department of Dermatology &
Cutaneous Sciences
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan
David A. Sirois, D.M.D., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Graduate Education
Associate Professor of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology, Radiology and Medicine
New York Univesity College of Dentistry
New York, New York Robert A. Swerlick, M.D.
Chief of Dermatology
Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia

Victoria Werth, M.D.
Department of Dermatology
University of Pennsylvania

 4 / 6



About the IPPF

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Chief Executive Officer        
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